CTCH 601-001 - The Community College
Wednesdays 7:20 – 10:00 – Innovation Hall Room 203 
Dr. Anthony Tardd

703-993-2310 – Higher Education Program (messages only)

atardd@gmu.edu 

Office Hours – By Appointment

316 Enterprise Hall

Higher Ed Program:
 The Higher Education Program (HEP) prepares new and mid-level professionals for careers in higher education at community colleges and 4-year institutions, as well as in associations, government agencies, and industries whose activities relate to or impact higher education. The program provides grounding in the principles and practices of higher education and strives to produce informed and reflective practitioners and researchers who are both knowledgeable about current best practices and flexible enough to adapt to new situations.

CTCH Course Description:

This course examines the institutional character of the community college, including a review of its history, purpose, clientele, organization, finance, and social function.  Attention will be given to current issues facing community colleges and to some of the key players in the development and growth of the community college.  

Required Text: Cohen A. M., and Brawer, F.B. (2008). The American Community College. (5th ed)  San Francisco: Jossey-Bass
On Line Newspapers:

Community College Times
The Chronicle of Higher Education
An on-going bibliography of recommended resources will be provided in class.

Student Learning Outcomes:

· Students will be able to converse and write intelligently about community colleges and issues related to them.

· Students will gain an appreciation of the complexity of community colleges, of their relationships to other levels of education, and of their roles in the community.

· Students will build upon research, writing, and communications skills.

Course Requirements:

· Use of printed and electronic resources for data gathering and discussions

· Actively participate in class discussions, cohort/group activities, on-line BlackBoard postings, and complete all assignments on time.
· Research Report on a Current Issue in the Community College (10-15 pages)

· Cohort/group presentation – Comparison of Two US Community Colleges
· Research articles and response papers
· Assignments are due no later than the assigned due dates.  Exceptions will require explicit written permission of the instructor prior to the due date
Professionalism:

· During this course you will meet or be given assignments that will involve observing and/or interviewing community college administrators, faculty, or students as well as association professional administrators.  
· We use our classroom as our community for intellectual discourse.  It needs to be a safe place to share, probe, challenge, and inquire in a respectful and professional way so that we as learners are all able to grow. 

· Treat each other and all those you meet with courtesy, respect, and sensitivity

· When writing about your experience, use general identifying descriptions.  Do not identify the people with whom you speak by name.
· Cite evidence (not just opinions) as you write about your findings.

Course Expectations

Students in this course are expected to be active learners and participants.  All students are expected to take an active role in their own learning and to share their learning with the class.  Evidence of the above includes:
· Class attendance

· Reading all assigned material and making note of questions, areas of interest and connections you find to other readings

· Active participation in all in class and cohort/group activities.  

Grading

· 15% class participation

· 30% group/cohort project – Comparison of Two Community Colleges (one urban and one suburban/exurban, or one rural; or, one large and one small.

· 40% Current Issue research paper (10 - 15 pages, double spaced, 12 font)

· 15% Research articles and Response Papers (1 page, double spaced, should include three to five key points, and your reaction to the article.  Do you agree or disagree, were you surprised by anything.)
Research Paper

CTCH 601: The Community College

Guidelines for Current Issues in the Community College Paper

Purpose: The purpose of this paper is to have you examine an issue facing the community college; for example the role of adjunct faculty, funding and resource allocation, student success, retention and graduation, globalization of the community college, replacing the baby boomers (i.e. growing, recruiting, and retaining a new generation of faculty leaders and administrators), meeting the needs of international students, articulation and articulation agreements both with universities and high schools and educational alignment, dual enrollment, what can community colleges learn from the “for profit” schools if anything, distance education delivery methods, and developmental education.
Length: The paper should be ten to fifteen pages excluding Works Cited/Reference page.  Follow MLA, APA, or your department style guide for manuscript format and documentation.   Include information from at least ten credible sources (associations, universities, government agencies, professional journals, conference proceedings, credible websites, and experts in the field.

Format: Use the following sub-headings and organize your paper accordingly:

I. Introduction: Background and Definition of the Issue.
Include research in this section.  Define technical terms and omit jargon.  Discuss when this issue surfaced and how long it has been a concern.
II.  Community Colleges’ Efforts to Deal with the Issue
A significant amount of your research will be in this section.  Explain the efforts and what results these efforts are having.  Is the issue being resolved or becoming more complex?  Explain what has already been done or is being done to address the issue; for example, legislation, studies, research, technological innovations, etc.  Is the community college engaging the help of outside agencies, associations, government agencies?  
III.  Resolution

This is an explanation of which of the current efforts from section II you support and why.  If you feel that none of the current efforts is going to resolve the issue, explain what steps you feel would lead to a resolution.  Use charts and graphs in your paper as appropriate.  Please edit your paper carefully. 
Cohort/Group Presentations

Comparison of two community colleges:  One of the colleges selected must be an urban college and the other must be suburban or exurban; or, one of the colleges must have a headcount greater than 35,000 students and the other a headcount of less than 5,000 students.  You may not include Northern Virginia Community College.
Your presentation should focus on:

I.  Institutional Mission

a. Institutional Mission Statement and Vision/Values/or Goals Statement

II. Governance and Administration

a.  How is the institution governed

b. How is the college’s board selected

c. Describe the institutions organizational structure

III. Educational Programs

a. How many and what types of programs offered

b. Does the institution define General Education, if so how, and are both “vocational and transfer” students required to take them

IV.  Finance

a. A description of the institution, size, buildings, etc

b. How is the institution funded

V. Student Services
a. How many students (FTE’s and headcount)
b. Describe the student services and student support components
VI. Other

a. Does the institution perform research on its current students and recent graduates and if so what type of research does it perform, what office performs the research function and how does the institution use the findings.

b. Is the institution doing anything to address the issues of student success, retention, and graduation?
c. What key issues is the institution addressing? 
	Week 
	date
	Topic
	Next week ‘s assignment(s)
	Guest(s) 

	1
	1/26
	Introduction/Course Review
	Read Chpt 1 Cohen & Brawer.  Select an issue from 35-41.  Locate, read, and post a citation for one current article (2006-present) pertaining to the issue you’ve selected and how it contributes to the topic: Background and Mission of the Community College.  Bring a hard copy of the posting to class. 
	

	2
	2/2
	Background and Mission of the Community College
	Read Chpt 13 Cohen & Brawer.  Select an issue from 444-445.  Locate, read, and post a citation for one current article (2006-present) pertaining to the issue  you’ve selected and how it contributes to the topic: The Social Role.  Bring a hard copy of the posting to class.
	


	3
	2/9
	The Social Role
	1 Read Chpt 2 Cohen & Brawer.  Select one issue 78-79.  Locate, read, and post a citation for one current article pertaining to Students : Diverse Backgrounds, Purposes, and Outcomes.  Bring a hard copy of the posting to the next class.
2 Visit a local Maryland, Virginia, or WVA community college.  Write a two page paper describing your observations: the campus, the students. Make an appointment to speak with someone from the college.  Read the institution’s mission and vision statements.  How does what you observe around the campus reflect the mission, vision, and priorities?  What was the most important thing you observed/learned about CC students from your visit? With whom did you speak?  What did you find surprising? Paper due 2/20.  Post on BB by 11:59 and bring a hard copy of the paper to class.
	Dr. Belle Wheelan, President, SACS-COC

	4
	2/16
	No Class Meeting 
	Read Chpts 3 and 6  Cohen & Brawer.  Select one issue from  110-111 and one issue from  217.    Locate, read, and post a citation for one current article (2006-present) pertaining to the two issues you’ve selected and how they contribute to the topics: Faculty and Instruction.  Bring a hard copy of the postings to class.
	


	5
	2/23
	Faculty and Instruction Full-time  and Adjunct faculty
	Read Chpts 4 and 5 Cohen & Brawer.  Select one issue from 154-155 and one issue from  181-182.    Locate, read, and post a citation for one current article (2006-present) pertaining to the two issues you’ve selected and how they contribute to the topics:  Organization, Governance, & Administration; and, Finances.  Bring a hard copy of the postings to class.
	Dr. Jim McClellan, Dean Humanities and Social Sciences, NOVA-Alex

	6
CLASS MEETS AT CCDC
	3/2
	Organization, Governance, & Administration
	Read Chpt 8 Cohen & Bring a hard copy of the posting to class.  Brawer.  Select one issue from  278-279.   Locate, read, and post a citation for one current article (2006-present) pertaining to the issue  you’ve selected and how it contributes to the topic:  Vocational Education.  Bring a hard copy of the posting to class.
	Dr. Jonathan Gueverra, CEO, CCDC and Bobbi Shulman Former Member Montgomery College Board and Member of ACCT Board

	7
	3/9
	Vocational Education
	Read Chpt 7  Cohen & Brawer.  Select one issue from  242-244.   Locate, read, and post a citation for one current article (2006-present) pertaining to the issue you’ve selected and how it contributes to the topic:  Student Services.  Bring a hard copy of the posting to class.
	

	
	3/16
	No Class Spring Break (NASPA) National Association of Student Personnel Administrators (Philadelphia, PA)
	
	

	8
	3/23
	Student Services
	Read Chpt 10 Cohen & Brawer.  Select one issue from 344.   Locate, read, and post a citation for one current article (2006-present) pertaining to the issue you’ve selected and how it contributes to the topic:  Community Education.  Bring a hard copy of the posting to class.
	Dr. Beth Harper, Assoc VP Student Services & Dr. Pat Lunt, Special Asst for Mental Health and Behavioral Issues 

	9
	3/30
	Community Education
	Read Chpt 9 Cohen & Brawer.  Select one issue from 311-312.   Locate, read, and post a citation for one current article (2006-present) pertaining to the issue  you’ve selected and how it contributes to the topic:  Developmental Education, Literacy and Basic Skills.  Bring a hard copy of the posting to class.
	William Gary, V.P. Workforce Dev. NOVA

	10
	4/6
	Developmental Education  
	Read Chpt 11 Cohen & Brawer.  Select one issue from 379-380.   Locate, read, and post a citation for one current article (2006-present) pertaining to the issue  you’ve selected and how it contributes to the topic:  Collegiate Function: Transfer and Liberal Arts.  Bring a hard copy of the posting to class.
	

	11
	4/13
	Transfer and Liberal Arts
	
	Dr. Sherry Robertson, Assoc. VP Curriculum & Instruction, NOVA

	12
	4/20 
	No Class Meeting
	Cohort/Group Meetings
	

	13
	4/27
	Future Trends 
	
	Dr. Bob Templin, President NOVA


	14
	5/4
	Cohort/Group Presentations
	
	


14

