CTCH 601-001 - The Community College
Mondays, 7:20-10:00p.m. - Innovation Hall 316
Fall 2007
Dr. Anne M. Kuhta

703-257-6694
akuhta@gmu.edu 
http://webct41.gmu.edu  
Office Hours:  by appointment

Course Description:
This course provides an immersion into the literature and practices of the community college movement; institutional character of community colleges, including a review of the history, purpose, clientele, organization, finance, faculty, workforce development, and community functions.  Attention is given to current issues, the future, and key people who play a role in the development and augmentation of the two year college. 

Required Texts:

Cohen, A.M., & Brawer, F.B. (2003). The American community college. (4th ed.). 

      San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.  

O’Banion,T. (1997).  A learning college for the 21st Century. Phoenix: The Oryx Press.

Townsend, B.B., & Dougherty, K.J. (Eds.) (2006).  Community college missions in the 
      21st  century. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.

Vaughn, G.B. (2006).  The community college story.  (3rd ed.) Washington, D.C.: 
      Community College Press/AACC.
Recommended:

APA or MLA Style Manuals

Hacker, D. (2007). A writer's reference. (6th ed.) Boston: Bedford/St.Martin's.

Governing Principles for the Class:

Respect for all; collegiality; punctuality for class and for web and class assignments; class participation; valuing student diversity and differences.

Expected Learning Outcomes:
· Students will be able to converse and write intelligently about community colleges and issues related to them.
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· Students will gain an appreciation of the complexity of community colleges, their relationships to other levels of education, and their role in the community.

· Students will review and build communication, writing, research, and citation skills.

Course Requirements
· Use of printed and electronic resources for data gathering and discussions.

· Active participation in WebCT, class discussions, and cohorts. 20%
· Current Issue in the Community College - Research Report (10-12 pages) 30%
· Cohort Presentation  - Comparison of Two US Community Colleges 30%
· Weekly Research Articles and Response Papers 20%

Course Policies

· All policies of the George Mason University Catalog and the Higher Education Program Handbook are in effect in this class.  

· GMU Honor Code: http://www.gmu.edu/catalog/apolicies/index.html#Anchor12
· Honor Code: To promote a stronger sense of mutual responsibility, respect, trust,and fairness among all members of the George Mason University community andwith the desire for greater academic and personal achievement, we, the studentmembers of the university community, have set forth this honor code: Student members of the George Mason University community pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, steal, or lie in matters related to academic work.

· Higher Education Program Website:  www.highered.gmu.edu
· GMU student information and resources: http://www.gmu.edu/mlstudents/
· If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703.993.2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. Students must inform the instructor at the beginning of the semester, and the specific accommodation will be arranged through the Disability Resource Center.

· An incomplete grade (IN) is used only if the student requests it in writing. An IN counts as a failing grade until completed, and it automatically turns into an F if a grade is not turned in by the deadline in the Schedule of Classes. 

· The A Paper: The A paper reflects excellence in a student’s thinking and writing. The writing demonstrates the critical processes of questioning, reflection, and exploration. Judgments, interpretations, and beliefs are based upon in-depth research, analysis, and synthesis. As a result of these efforts, the writing has the potential to influence the ideas and actions of the reader. This paper deals with one topic, focused to fit the length and scope of the discussion. In addition, the paper offers a clear thesis that provides an opinion about that topic; this thesis guides the discussion throughout the remainder of the paper. Each paragraph in the A paper uses specific evidence to support the thesis. In turn, the paragraphs are related, and they lead smoothly from one to another. No ambiguity or illogical 
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thoughts affect the discussion. Also, the writer has carefully documented the ideas and writing of others in an acceptable format. The writing in the A paper is clear and concise, making use of proper academic diction. This paper maintains a consistent point of view and is free from serious grammatical errors. If the paper contains minor errors, they do not detract from the main points in the discussion.

· The Unsatisfactory Paper: (B- or less) The unsatisfactory paper may reflect the ability to write; however, the writing lacks the development, depth, or insight of an A paper. This paper usually has a broader topic (too global) and neglects to provide the pertinent information for the audience to understand the discussion. General, underdeveloped remarks are used to support a weak thesis; the paper lacks specific, expanded examples or explanations. Often the paper is too general, vague, or even digressive. The words and ideas are not documented satisfactorily. Contains serious grammatical errors, punctuation errors, and non-academic diction.
· Late Work: Graduate students maintain a busy schedule in and out of their academic careers. Often, emergencies develop and the student cannot complete the assignment. However, if a student consistently hands in his / her work late, the grade for the assignment – and perhaps for the semester – will reflect this tardiness. 
· Grades:  Less than a B- is an unacceptable grade for graduate students.  A 3.0 average is required for graduate students in the Higher Education Program.

Fall 2007 Class Schedule
Please remember, as we move forward during the Fall 07 semester, the schedule of assignments may be adjusted. If there is an adjustment, students will receive a written handout, plus it will be posted on WebCT.  Students will also be given a written description for each assignment, and it will be posted on WebCT.


Research Contributions Assignment (description):

Each student will sign up for researching, printing, and distributing three journal or website articles pertinent to each week’s topic.  The student will discuss the value of the articles and how each contributes to the topic.  
August  27
Introduction

Review Syllabus

Reading for next class: 
Vaughan, The Community College Story ; 

Cohen and Brawer, Chapter 1, Background: evolving priorities and expectations of the community college. 
Townsend & Dougherty, Chapter 1, Community college missions: A theoretical and historical perspective & Chapter 2, A case for the community college's open access mission.
O'Banion, Chapter 1, Trimming the branches of a dying tree.
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September 3
Labor Day, no class

September 8 (Saturday)
Higher Education Program Convocation
September 10  History of the Community College/Mission Statements

Discussion:

Vaughan, The community college story

Cohen and Brawer, Chapter 1

Townsend & Dougherty, Chapter 1, Community college missions: A theoretical and historical perspective & Chapter 2, A case for the community college's open access mission.

O'Banion, Chapter 1, Trimming the branches of a dying tree.

Cohorts formed. 
Sign-ups for weekly research articles.

Reading for next class: Cohen and Brawer, Chapter 3, Building a professional identity.
September 17 - Community College Faculty-Full-time and Adjunct

Location - NVCC - Manassas Campus, 6901 Sudley Rd. Manassas, VA 20109
Provost's Conference Room - Howsmon Hall, Room 317.
Discussion: Cohen and Brawer, Chapter 3, Building a professional identity.

Discussion of Cohort Presentations on Two Community Colleges.

Student research articles____________________.

Speakers: Dr. Laura C. Casal, Patricia K.Gary, Cristina P. Sparks-Early, & James Dennis, NVCC Faculty.
Readings for next class: Cohen and Brawer, Chapters 4 & 5, Governance and administration: Managing the contemporary college; Finances: Sustaining and allocating resources.

September 24  Community College Governance, Administration, and Finances

Location: NVCC Administrative Offices, 7630 Little River Turnpike, Annandale, VA 22003. Large Board Room.
Discussion: Cohen and Brawer, Chapters 4 & 5.

Student research articles_____________________.

Speaker: Dr. Robert G. Templin, Jr, President, NVCC
Readings for next class: Cohen  and Brawer, Chapter 11, Collegiate function: Transfer and the liberal arts.

Townsend & Dougherty, Chapter 4, The transfer mission: Tried and true, but troubled.
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October 1 -  Transfer and the Liberal Arts

Discussion: Cohen and Brawer, Chapter 11 and Townsend & Dougherty, Chapter 4.

Student research articles __________________.

Speaker: Dr. Ronald T. Buchanan, Division Dean - Communications, Technologies & Social Sciences, NVCC, Manassas Campus

Readings for next class: Cohen and Brawer, Chapter 2, Students: Diverse backgrounds, purposes, and outcomes & Chapter 7, Student services: Supporting educational objectives.

O'Banion, Chapter 2, The student is first.

October 8 - 12  – Cohort Meetings on WebCT [No classroom meeting.]

October 15 - Community College Students and Student Services

Location: NVCC, 1000 Harry Flood Byrd, Sterling, VA 20164
Provost's Conference Room, Reynolds Building (LR) Room  256

Discussion: Cohen and Brawer, Chapter 2, Students: Diverse backgrounds, purposes, and outcomes & Chapter 7, Student services: Supporting educational objectives.

O'Banion, Chapter 2, The student is first.

Speakers: Dr. Anthony C. Tardd, Provost, NVCC Loudoun Campus; Dr. Kirk A. Nooks, Dean of Student Development, NVCC Loudoun Campus
Student research articles _________________________.

Readings for next class: Cohen and Brawer, Chapters 8 & 10, Vocational education: Occupational entry, change, and development & Community education: Extending college services and training;

Townsend & Dougherty, Chapters 6, & 8: The uncertain future of the community college workforce development mission & Competing missions: Balancing entrepreneurialism with community responsiveness in community college continuing education divisions.

October 22 - Continuing Education and Workforce Development

Discussion: Cohen and Brawer, Chapters 6 & 9; Townsend & Dougherty, chapters 6 & 8.

Student research articles __________________.

Speaker: William H. Gary, Sr., Vice President, Workforce Development, NVCC
Readings for next class : Cohen and Brawer, Chapter 6, Instruction: Methods, media, effects & Chapter 9, Developmental education: Enhancing literacy and basic skills.

Townsend & Dougherty, Chapter 7, Emerging institutional support for developmental education & Chapter 5, Prioritizing service to the academically talented: The honors college. 

O'Banion, Chapter 3, Back to the future. Chapter 5, How firm a foundation: Learning research, outcome measures, and learning organization.
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October 29 - Instruction and Classroom Assessment
Discussion: Cohen and Brawer, Chapters 6 & 9; Townsend & Dougherty, Chapters 5 & 7; O'Banion, Chapters 3 & 5.
Student research articles __________________.

Readings for next class: Cohen and Brawer, Chapters 12, 13, 14.

Townsend & Dougherty, Chapter 10.

O'Banion, Chapter 12, Launching a learning college; and one of the following chapters: 6-11.
November 5 - Trends, Scholarship, and the Future
Location: AACC,  One Dupont Circle, Washington, DC

Speaker: Dr. George Boggs, President, AACC
Discussion: Cohen and Brawer, Chapters 12, 13, 14; O'Banion, Chapter 12; Chapters 6-11.Townsend & Dougherty, Chapter 10.
Student research articles __________________.

November 12 – Cohort Presentations - Two Community Colleges
Cohort # ______and Cohort #_____.

November 19 - No class (Email draft of Current Issue Report).

November 26 - Cohort Presentations - Two Community Colleges
Cohort # ______and Cohort #_____.

Oral Abstracts of Current Issue Reports. (7 students)
December 3 - Last Class Meeting.

Oral Abstracts of Current Issue Reports. (8 students)
Course evaluations and reflections.

December 11 (Tuesday) - Final draft of Current Issue Report Due via WebCT email.

Last Day to Add (Full-Semester Course)
September 11, 2007

Last Day to Drop (Full-Semester Course)
September 28, 2007

Elective Withdrawal Period (Full-Semester Course) September 29 – October 26, 2007

