VBA Pro Bono Society
2007-08 Pro Bono Pledge


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A lawyer should render at least two percent per year of the lawyer’s professional time to pro bono publico legal services. Pro bono services include poverty law, civil rights law, public interest law, and volunteer activities designed to increase availability of pro bono legal services.

~ Rule 6.1(a) of the Virginia Rules of Professional Conduct

Dear fellow student,


The Virginia Bar Association (VBA) Community Service Program provides certification to law school students who complete at least 35 hours of community service during the school year.  


The VBA Pro Bono Society would like to help in the effort to certify as many GMU students as possible during the 2007-08 academic year.  The VBA Pro Bono Society provides on-campus pro bono opportunities to fit your busy schedule.  We are also here to help you achieve your 35-hour pledge by encouraging your efforts, helping you log your hours, and supporting you in developing pro bono projects of your own.  


By pledging to your time to this program, you have a chance to promote equal access to justice, give back to your community, and hopefully gain a sense of personal fulfillment.  Furthermore, your involvement will encourage other GMUSL students to do the same.  The VBA Pro Bono Society will also host a special reception and awards ceremony at the end of the school year to honor those students who have successfully completed their 35 hours of service.


Attached, we have included some upcoming pro bono opportunities to assist you in deciding how to best utilize your pro bono hours.  We appreciate your commitment to the program and thank you for working on behalf of those in need.


Sincerely,


Bethany Rasheed, President
Please detach along the perforated line and submit to the VBA Pro Bono Society mailbox on the 3rd floor (facing the registrar’s office – the boxes all the way to the right).
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I agree to help the VBA Pro Bono Society fulfill its mission by providing at least 35 hours of pro bono publico or community service over the course of the 2007-08 school year.  Community service means nonlegal voluntary assistance, undertaken without expectation of a fee and not in the course of ordinary commercial practice, to charitable, religious, civic, community, governmental, and educational organizations or causes or for the good of the community.  


I recognize the overwhelming need for pro bono work in our community and agree to help alleviate it to the best of my abilities.  

Name:
_______________________________ 
E-mail:
________________________________

Signature: 
_______________________________ 
Date:
________________________________
�






